BUSINESS AND TOURIST VISAS 
(B-1, B-2) 

General Information:

To obtain a visa for tourist or business travel to the United States, the applicant must be able to demonstrate his or her intention to enter the United States for a temporary period, solely for the purpose of tourism and/or short-term business. The applicant must also provide evidence of financial ability to cover his or her travel expenses to and stay in the United States; sufficiently strong social, economic, and other ties in the applicant's home country to compel the applicant's return after a temporary and lawful visit. Under Section 214(b) of the Immigration and Nationality Act of 1952, as amended, a visa may not be issued to any applicant who is unable to overcome the presumption that he or she is an immigrant by demonstrating the above factors to the satisfaction of the interviewing consular officer. In addition, the following are required: 
Visa Specific Information and Documentation:

"B-1" VISA: The B-1 visa is intended for temporary business travel. This includes such travel negotiating contracts, attending exhibitions and conferences, short-term training, and consultations with suppliers and customers. The B-1 visa is not valid for employment in the United States. Applicants are advised to bring the following documentation: 

· Two completed OF-156 application forms provided free of charge at one of the designated CITIC Bank branch offices. 

· RMB405 CITIC Bank application fee receipt 

· A completed family biographic data form provided free of charge at one of the designated CITIC Bank branch Offices. 

· A letter of invitation from the U.S. company stating the purpose and length of the trip; this letter should also indicate who will bear financial responsibility for the trip. 

· Documentation establishing the sponsoring company’s bona fides, such as company registration and licenses, letters of credit, and evidence of past and existing business activities. 

· Documentation establishing the applicant's company’s relationship with the inviting company, such as past correspondence, contracts, bills of lading, etc. 

· Documentation establishing your personal status, such as marriage certificates, letters confirming employment, bank statements, payslips, etc. 

"B-2" VISA: The B-2 visa is intended for tourist activities, such as sight-seeing, visiting friends and relatives, obtaining medical treatment, and attending nonvocational conferences and meetings. Visitors are not permitted to accept employment during their stay in the U.S. B-2 visas are valid for one entry within three months of the issuance date. Applicants are advised to bring the following documentation: 

· Two completed OF-156 application forms provided free of charge at one of the designated CITIC Bank branch offices. 

· RMB405 CITIC Industrial Bank application fee receipt 

· A completed family biographic data form provided free of charge at one of the designated CITIC Bank branch offices. 

· A letter of invitation from friends or relatives in the United States, or a letter confirming participation in a tour group or conference. 

· Documents demonstrating your ability and intention, or that of friends or relatives in the United States, to support your travel and other expenses
